
13/08/2010 10:53FT.com / Style - Gladiator sandals for men

Page 1 of 2http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html

FT Home > Arts & Leisure > Style

Gladiator sandals for men
By Lucie Muir
Published: July 31 2010 00:40 | Last updated: July 31 2010 00:40

From left: designs by Louis Vuitton, Salvatore Ferragamo, Bottega Veneta, Dolce & Gabbana
and Ermenegildo Zegna
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Men’s footwear is having a Charlton Heston moment. Leather sandals, macramé flip-flops and
handwoven toe thongs have jumped the gender gap and hit the men’s wear catwalk at Louis
Vuitton, Dries Van Noten, Bottega Veneta and Dolce & Gabbana. It may take some getting
used to but, then again, Rome wasn’t built in a day.

One member of the male sandal movement, Belgian designer Dries Van Noten – who has
fused cotton with leather for his spring/summer shoes – puts the fad down to a more relaxed
approach to men’s wear: “As far as I’m aware, sandals are not work attire for most
businessmen. I do, however, notice that as casual wear becomes more and more prevalent on
a day-to-day basis, younger men wearing sandals or flip-flops in the city is part and parcel of
this new trend.”

At London shopping emporium Liberty, shoes such as these are causing a stir, says managing
director Ed Burstell. “If ever there was a season for strappy leather sandals, this is it. Pop
culture is all over the ‘swords and sandals’ epics, and this has definitely increased awareness
and sparked the introduction of more and more gladiator styles. Think Prince of Persia meets
Clash of the Titans with a bit of Spartacus thrown in for good measure.”

Ivan Donovan, men’s wear buyer at London’s designer wear boutique Browns, has also seen
significant demand. “We’ve sold sandals very well,” he says. “The Alexander McQueen
gladiators [no longer on sale] really flew off the shelves, and it was definitely a confident
fashion buyer that bought them.”

For every committed customer, however, there is a sceptical shopper. The mere mention of
leather sandals makes 45-year-old British documentary director Adrian Sibley shudder. “I
instantly think of the septuagenarian monks who taught at my Catholic boarding school,” he
says. “They would wander around in all weather wearing sandals with socks. Not a pretty
sight.”

In New York, it’s a similar story for 33-year-old financier Chris Schumacher. “Honestly ... don’t
laugh, but to me leather sandals equal ‘Jerusalem cruisers’. So many guys wear these awful,
thick, lug-soled leather sandals, which look as if they were made a thousand years ago. I don’t
mind baring my feet – but less footwear is better when you’re at the beach or by the pool,” he
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says. What about in the city? “Definitely a trend best left to the ladies.”

Worn with the right outfit however, and in a suitable climate, the look isn’t so intimidating.
Lawrence Garwood, 36, co-founder of a London-based creative design agency, says: “I would
consider wearing gladiators if I lived somewhere hot, already had a tan, and was among
friends who wouldn’t laugh – but I could never wear them with shorts,” he says. “I’d prefer to
wear them with linen trousers, a white shirt and a light linen jacket, like the man from Del
Monte.” A similar look was espoused at Lanvin, where macramé-and-leather sandals (£425)
were dressed with pale linen shirts and wide-legged trousers.

High-street enthusiasm confirms that men’s gladiators are this summer’s “it” shoe. The online
fashion portal www.asos.com, for instance, is currently selling its own line of leather sandals,
including old style “fisherman’s” shoes (£15) as well as woven leather thongs and crossover
sandals. Shoe retailer Kurt Geiger has taken the ancient Roman route: its current own-label
collection has Roman-style sandals with intricate eyelet details and dove grey gladiators (£35)
boasting names such as “Meadfoot” and “Saunton”.

“You can even buy gladiator sandals in Topman (from £35),” says Jeremy Langmead, editor of
Esquire magazine, who nonetheless advocates a judicious approach to wearing the shoes. “To
me it’s no surprise that the man who invented the Hobbit was English,” he says. “British men
tend to have appalling unkempt feet and should keep them under cover. Neither the weather
nor the terrain here is suitable for sandals.” Not, at least, without a pedicure.

..................................................

Details

www.driesvannoten.be

www.lanvin.com

www.liberty.co.uk

www.alexandermcqueen.com

www.brownsfashion.com

www.topman.com

www.kurtgeiger.com

Copyright The Financial Times Limited 2010. You may share using our article tools. Please don't cut
articles from FT.com and redistribute by email or post to the web.

Print article Email article Clip this article Order reprints

Twitter Digg LinkedIn  Delicious

reddit BX Facebook stumbleupon Viadeo

MORE IN THIS SECTION
Jakarta’s chance to lead fashion for faithful
The Great Stink of 2010
Look your best online
Fashion labels create their own soundtrack
Hip barbershops in Los Angeles
Vintage luggage is back in vogue
Perfect pedicures
Chelsea’s big day
The best fashion websites
The launch of Mr Porter

MORE ARTS & WEEKEND
Sustainable fashion: what does green mean?
The art market: a record-breaking Giacometti
Culinary travel special
Love, not anger
Fireman Hank

Advertise with the FT Media centre FT Newspaper subscriptions FT Conferences FT Syndication Corporate subscriptions FT Group Careers at the FT
Partner sites: Chinese FT.com The Mergermarket Group Investors Chronicle Exec-Appointments.com Money Media The Banker fDi Intelligence MBA-Direct.com The Non-Executive Director

© Copyright The Financial  Times Ltd 2010. "FT" and "Financial Times" are trademarks of The Financial  Times Ltd. Privacy policy Terms

Yahoo! Buzz

FT Home Site map Contact us Help

http://www.asos.com/
http://www.driesvannoten.be/
http://www.lanvin.com/
http://www.liberty.co.uk/
http://www.alexandermcqueen.com/
http://www.brownsfashion.com/
http://www.topman.com/
http://www.kurtgeiger.com/
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/copyright
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a,dwp_uuid=913c1f30-300e-11da-ba9f-00000e2511c8,print=yes.html
http://storytools.ft.com/storyTools/emailThis.html?uuid=2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a
http://clippings.ft.com/clipthis/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ft.com%2Fcms%2Fs%2F2%2F2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html&title=Gladiator+sandals+for+men&note=More+men+are+daring+to+bare+in+flip-flops+and+leather+toe+thongs+as+the+latest+fad+reveals+a+more+relaxed+approach+to+male+fashion&datepublished=2010-07-31+00%3A40%3A00
http://storytools.ft.com/storyTools/reprintOrRepublish.html?uuid=2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a
http://twitter.com/home?status=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Style%20-%20Gladiator%20sandals%20for%20men
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Style%20-%20Gladiator%20sandals%20for%20men
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Style%20-%20Gladiator%20sandals%20for%20men
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?publisherurn=financial_tim933&guid=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ft.com%2Fcms%2Fs%2F2%2F2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&noui&jump=close&url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Style%20-%20Gladiator%20sandals%20for%20men
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Style%20-%20Gladiator%20sandals%20for%20men
http://bx.businessweek.com/api/add-article-to-bx.tn?url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html&t=FT.com%20/%20Style%20-%20Gladiator%20sandals%20for%20men
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Style%20-%20Gladiator%20sandals%20for%20men
http://www.viadeo.com/shareit/share/?urllanguage=en&urlaffiliate=40502&encoding=UTF-8&url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2c9f9056-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Style%20-%20Gladiator%20sandals%20for%20men
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/a25ba3dc-a636-11df-8767-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/8cfb9fe8-a0ea-11df-badd-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/8f746020-a0ea-11df-badd-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/975185ac-a0ea-11df-badd-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/8752a5dc-a0ea-11df-badd-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/94d6650e-a0ea-11df-badd-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2efdea50-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/317da072-9b62-11df-8239-00144feab49a.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/70df3384-95ea-11df-bbb4-00144feab49a.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/66d9d95e-95e8-11df-bbb4-00144feab49a.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7f005d18-7e2c-11dc-8fac-0000779fd2ac.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/2b27447e-11e4-11df-b6e3-00144feab49a.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/82000aec-11e4-11df-b6e3-00144feab49a.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/ab1b188c-3687-11da-bedc-00000e2511c8.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/2b25ebf4-111e-11df-a6d6-00144feab49a.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/8e8aaac4-11e4-11df-b6e3-00144feab49a.html
http://www.ft.com/advertising
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/mediacentre
https://www.ftnewspaper.com/cgi-bin/ftusa.cgi/showWorldMap
http://www.ftconferences.co.uk/
http://www.ftlatest.com/syndication
http://www.ft.com/corporate
http://www.ft.com/aboutus/ft-group-companies
http://www.careersatft.com/
http://www.ftchinese.com/
http://www.mergermarket.com/public/default.asp?pagename=aboutus_group
http://www.investorschronicle.co.uk/
http://www.exec-appointments.com/
http://www.money-media.com/
http://www.thebanker.com/
http://fdiintelligence.com/
http://www.mba-direct.com/
http://www.non-execs.com/
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/copyright
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/privacy
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/terms
http://www.ft.com/
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/sitemap
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/contactus
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help

